Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley blasted ranking member Sen.
Dianne Feinstein for her handling of high-school-era sexual assault allegations against
Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh.
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The allegations against Kavanaugh surfaced Sunday after
his accuser, Dr. Christine Blasey Ford, granted an interview
to The Washington Post. Ford detailed how she sent an
anonymous letter to Feinsten regarding the alleged
encounter months earlier. Feinstein said she forwarded
Ford’s letter to the FBI for review but never made the
allegations public until stories began to surface around the
letter itself after Kavanaugh’s confirmation hearings ended.

Feinstein “has had this information for many weeks and
deprived her colleagues of the information necessary to do
our jobs. The minority withheld even the anonymous
allegations for six weeks, only to later decide that they were
serious enough to investigate on the eve of the committee
vote after the vetting process had been completed,”
Grassley said.

The chairman explained that “the standard procedure for
updates to any nominee’s background investigation file is to
conduct separate follow-up calls with relevant parties. In
this case, that would entail phone calls with at least Judge
Kavanaugh and Dr. Ford,” adding, “I asked Senator
Feinstein’s office yesterday to join me in scheduling these
follow-ups. Thus far, they have refused. But as a necessary
step in evaluating these claims, I'll continue working to set
them up.”


https://dailycaller.com/2018/09/17/kavanaugh-breaks-silence-after-assault-allegation/
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/press/rep/releases/grassley-statement-on-the-supreme-court-nomination

Grassley is now grappling with senators calling for hearings
regarding Ford’s allegations and Kavanaugh’s own desire to
defend himself. The judge issued a Monday statement
saying, “This is a completely false allegation. I have never
done anything like what the accuser describes — to her or
to anyone.”

Kavanaugh and a lawyer for his accuser have said they are
both willing to testify before the committee regarding the
allegation.
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